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Yes, that’s right, you’re holding the December newsletter. And no, like you, I  

don’t know where the year went. But here we are again! As liturgical Lutheran  

Christians, the end of November means Advent is here, and Christmas just  

around the corner! Let me tell you about the opportunities we’ll have in the  

upcoming weeks to celebrate these blessed seasons of the Church together. 

 

We begin with Advent worship on Wednesdays December 6, 13,  

and 20 at 6:30pm. Would you like a time of quiet, spiritual refresh- 

ment away from the busyness of life? Then join your sisters and  

brothers here. We’ll meditate on God’s word, pray and sing, and in  

the stillness of the sanctuary prepare our hearts for Christ’s coming,  

as outside luminaries light the sidewalks. Look for a special,  

upcoming mailing for more details. 

 

Our kids are working hard on their Children’s Christmas Program, so come and see their smiling 

faces and join your voices on Sunday, December 10, at 2pm. Written by our own Emily Dunbar, this fun 

and music-filled event tells the story of Christ’s birth with a mix of traditional Christmas songs and de-

lightful reworking of ‘80’s rock tunes. You won’t want to miss “Highway to the Manger Zone.” (Yes, you 

read that right, and I hope you’re stuck humming it all day!) 

 

I, for one, can never get enough of the good music this time of year which helps me remember Christ at 

the heart of our holiday celebrations. For that reason, I’m looking forward to the Sunday Morning 

Choir Festival. At both the 8:00 and 10:30am services on December 17, our Adult Choir will sing an 

arrangement of Christmas songs and anthems. 

 

All this leads up to Christmas worship itself. This year, December 24 falls on a Sunday, so we’ll have our 

Service of Carols, Candles, and Communion at 3:00, 5:00 and 7:30pm (as we have for a number of 

years now.) But for Christmas Eve morning, which is technically the 4th Sunday in Advent, we’ll try 

something a little different. Rather than our usual 8:00 and 10:30 services with Sunday School in be-

tween, we’ll have just one morning worship service, at 9am. I’m so excited to have our “8am people” and 

our “10:30 people” meet each other! Come, find out who’s sitting in “your” pew! 

 

Christmas Day worship is at 10am. And if you like to sing and share the joy of the season with others, 

we have two great opportunities: Caroling to our homebound members Sunday, December 17 begin-

ning at 1:45pm, and again singing carols at Mary Lanning Hospital on Christmas morning at 8am, 

a tradition we’ve kept now for over 40 years. 

 

So many opportunities to praise and prepare for our Lord! 
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Prayers 

► Health, Treatments, or Hospitalization  
Recently included in prayers:  Bob Avery, Glen DeVries, Grace Eckhardt, Maggie Engel, Vicki Fisher, 

Scott Kohtz, Art Stark, Brenda Ware. 

We continue our prayers for:  Brittany Barnes, Dan Barber, Kiley Chancellor, Craig Crone, Julie Fitzke, 

Robert Gage, Janet Hedlund, Jim Hellwege, Quintyn Hendrich, Debbie Hohlfeld, Everett Hunt, Janet 

Janssen, Bev Johnson, Mrs. Gene Kort, Kande Lindberg, Richard Lyon, Larry Meyer, Royal Miller, Craig 

Parnell, Elaine Petersen, Niesje Rossi, Deb Schutte, Bernard Stanley, Michelle Townes. 
 

► In Sympathy 

We pray for Doug McCartney at the death of his dad; Laurie Burnham at the death of her mother; Royal 

Miller at the death of his son; and the family & friends of Gretchen Buss at her death.  May ALL those who 

mourn the loss of a loved one be comforted in God’s resurrection promise made through His beloved son,  

Jesus. 
 

► New Life 
We give thanks for the gift of new life through Holy Baptism.  Baptized recently were:  Georgia Mae  

Christensen, daughter of Becca Christensen & Bradley Einspahr;  Karlie Lynn Higgins, daughter of John 

Larson; Conner Eli Benes, son of Jessika & Martin Benes; and Piper Rose Krueger, daughter of RanDee 

& Gerald Krueger.  We welcome each of these little ones into the family of faith. 
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POINSETTIAS!!! You are invited to order a 

poinsettia in honor/or memory of a loved one to 

be used to decorate the church for the Christ-

mas season.  We will take  

orders  ($8 each) by following the 

directions on the table at the rear 

of the nave.  Orders will be taken 

through Dec. 3.  If you are unable 

to make it to church to place your 

order you can call the church of-

fice, 402-462-5044 before December 3.  Plants 

can be taken home on December 31. Plants not 

picked up will be donated after Jan. 4. 

  

SCRIPTURE & SNACKS 
Join us on Dec. 3 at 4pm at 

the home of Dan and Beth 

Jabs (617 Leisure Lane) for 

our December gathering of 

scripture and snacks. Bring 

your Bible and a snack to 

share. Looking ahead, we will 

meet on Jan. 7, 4pm at the home of Ron & 

Dusty Haase. See you there! 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

Everyone is invited to join in an afternoon of 

caroling on Sunday, Dec. 17.  

Meet at the church at 1:45pm and 

we will carpool to our destina-

tions.  Following the caroling we 

will return to church for pizza and 

Christmas treats.  Please bring a 

plate of Christmas cookies or 

goodies to share with the group.   

 

 

AND ON CHRISTMAS MORNING we have  

another wonderful opportunity to use the gift of 

our voice.  Everyone is invited to please join us 

on Christmas morning, 8:00am, in the main 

lobby of Mary Lanning Healthcare.  Together 

we will continue our longstanding tradition of car-

oling to the patients, their families, and hospital 

staff who find their Christmas holiday is spent at 

the hospital.   

***And don’t forget you are invited back to the 

church to spend some time worshipping God’s gift 

of our Savior.  The service begins at 10:00am. 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 



 

          Book Group - Dec. 14, 7pm     

        at Dally’s Deli - South St.    

      The Immortal Nicholas by Glenn Beck  
 

“Many people may turn from this book simply be-

cause of opinions, thoughts, and feelings associ-
ated with the author; however as an avid reader 
I challenge you to open the covers of this book 

and step into an immortal story of  
humanity and hope...This book is neither histori-

cal or political.” Amazon customer review by  

a person who gave it 5 stars.  The reviewers who 

gave it 1 star said, “Story is very simplistic and 

contrived, to match the time of Christ, and turn it 
into the story of St. Nicholas.  Very little to offer 

either story.” So , pick up a copy and let us know 

what you think! 

 
 

  

 Calling Any Korean War Veterans 

The January Book Group will be reading 

Bridges at Toko-Ri by James Michner so they 

would love to have any Korean War Veterans join 

them for this discussion on Jan. 11.  Read the 

book if you would like or simply come and be part 

of the discussion group.  Veterans, please call 

Vicki Fisher at church, 402-462-5044, so that she 

might have an idea on how many to expect. 
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THE CHURCH WEBSITE  
The church website is a tool to help get our infor-

mation out to the larger community, along with 

instant info for our own church members. You can 

sponsor the website for a month (or more) for a 

suggested donation of $40 per month. Call the 

church office, 402-462-5044 for more information 

or to reserve your month.  Thank you! 
 

             2018 Book Selections 
               with facilitator: Vicki Fisher  

Jan. 11  Bridges at Toko-Ri  By James Michner 

Feb. 8 The Brief Wondrous Life of  Oscar Waho            
                                    By  Janet Diaz 

Mar. 8  The Goldfinch  By Donna Tartt 

Apr. 12  The Alice Network  By Kate Quinn 

 May 10  The Girl who Takes an Eye for an Eye    
                                    By  David Lagercrantz 

June  14 Brown Girl Dreaming  

                                            By Jacqueline Woodson 

 July 12   The Bones of  Paradise  By Jonis Agee 

Aug. 19  House of Living Stones  
                                    By Katie Schermann 

Sept. 13  Catch 22  By Joseph Heller 

 Oct.  11  Drowning Ruth  By Christina Schwarz 

 Nov. 8  Girl Waits with Gun  By  Amy Stewart 

 Dec. 13  Hans Brinker and the Silver Skates   
                                     By Mary Mapes Dodge 
 
    Check out the display in the forum for the 2018 book     
             choices and help yourself to a book mark! 

         From the church staff...  

    Pastor Paul, Pastor Josh, Vicki,  
        Wade, Cindy, Deb & Angie 

SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING REPORT 

 

On Sunday, November 12 a special Voters’ 

Meeting was called to vote on the 2018 church 

budget and the slate of new council members.  

After a time of questions and discussion both 

items were voted on and approved. 
 

                 The next quarterly Voters’ Meeting is January 14. 

 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP 

Mark your calendar and make 

plans to end 2017 with your family 

of Faith at the New Year’s Eve ser-

vice.  The service begins at 7:00pm 

and will include the Sacrament of 

Holy Communion. 

 

BAPTISM CELEBRATION 

All those who were baptized during 2017 will 

have photos displayed in the forum during the 

month of January.  Please bring you photo to the 

church office before December 31.  Thank you! 
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                    THANK YOU NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                   

                             

            

                       

                              
 

Many thanks for the prayers & kind words 

shared at my brothers passing.  During this sad & 

difficult time it is a great comfort to be surrounded 

by such a caring family here at Faith.  God’s bless-

ings!                    Bruce & Jocelyn Rundle & family 

 

Thank you for your generous donations to the 

Hastings Food Pantry.  So far this year we have 

collected over 1,598 pounds of non-perishable 

food/grocery items.  Our grocery carts (forum and 

sanctuary) stand ready for you to partner with us 

as we work to feed the hungry.  If you have ques-

tions about our collection process please call the 

church office. 

The 2017 Bazaar committee would like to 

thank the family of Faith for their assistance 

in making this year’s bazaar a success.  With 

everyone’s support we were able to raise 

$5,490 for the Concordia Seminary Fund.  

What a blessing to be part of such an amazing 

Christian family. 
     

Thank you for all your cards and well wishes, 

food and visits, your prayers and the many ways 

you have helped out with my duties at church 

while I recover from hip surgery.  I have appre-

ciated your support more than you will know.  

God bless you all!                              Vicki Fisher 
 

ZION LUTHERAN –HASTINGS invites you to 

their cookie walk, baked goods, craft & quilt sale on 

Saturday, December 2 from 8:00-noon.  Proceeds 

will go to the Zion Lutheran Church & School web-

site & media outreach program. 
 

CHRISTMAS ABENDMUSIK is an evening of  

music & readings featuring Hastings Symphony 

String Quartet with soloist Colt Hoselton and or-

ganist Ruth Moore.  This special event will take 

place at Zion-Wanda Lutheran Church, 4080 S. 

Wanda Ave, Juniata on Sunday December 3rd.  It 

all begins at 7:00pm.  
 

A LIVING NATIVITY will be fea-

tured at Christ Lutheran Church, 

13175 W. 70th St., Juniata on  

Sunday, December 3rd, 2-7pm.  

You are invited to take a trip back in 

time to the little town of Bethlehem 

and experience the sights, sounds, 

and smells of that first Christmas.  Guests are in-

vited to come, dressed in costume if you wish. 

 

 

AMAZON SHOPPERS 

If you shop at Amazon.com, please consider using 

AmazonSmile.  You can designate a non-profit of 

your choice to receive 0.5% of your order.  On your 

first visit to AmazonSmile(smile.amazon.com, you 

need to select a charitable organization to receive 

donations from eligible purchases before you begin 

shopping.  They will remember your selection, and 

then every eligible purchase you make at 

smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.  It’s 

not a huge amount, but it adds up!   

 

UNITED HARVEST FOOD TRUCK will be at the 

Annex building on Saturday Dec. 16 distributing 

food to anyone facing food shortages.  It begins at 

10:00am and is a first-come first served line. 

Bring your own boxes/bags. Volunteers are always 

needed & appreciated. 

 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN  
OGT continues to supply areas 

suffering from hurricane damage 

with much needed disaster relief 

and plan to be involved for the 

long term.  OGTs first (of  sev-

eral planned) relief containers 

for Puerto Rico was loaded Thursday, October 26 

and was expected to arrive in San Juan on No-

vember 14.  If you would like to donate goods, con-

struction supplies, or money please direct them to 

the GI warehouse. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM as we 
dig into God’s Word! Please note there will be  

no education classes on Dec. 24.  

SOUL PATROL AND XYF GROUPS will 

join members and friends of 

Faith in an  

afternoon of caroling on Sun-

day, December 17.  Meet at 

the church at 1:45pm.  Follow-

ing the caroling we will return 

to the church for pizza and 

Christmas treats.  Please bring 

a plate of Christmas cookies or 

goodies to share. 
***For more caroling fun meet at Mary Lanning 

Hospital at 9:15am on Christmas Day!! 

 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS: 
Join with others in your class to 

make a mosaic cross with the 

Faith Celebrations you’ve at-

tended at Faith Lutheran Church.  

January 3 at 6:30 pm. Crosses will 

be displayed in the lower hallway 

until you take them home at  

Baccalaureate, April 25, 2018. 

Kids & Teens 

XYF CHRISTMAS DECORATING 

 

Come and help out with decorating 

the church for Christmas, Saturday, 

Dec. 2 at 12:30pm.  Melissa 

Schmidt will be in charge, with help 

from Pastor Josh.  Parents are en-

couraged to join in and help!!  Pizza 

will be provided! 

 

PERFECT ATTENDANCE 
Sunday School – 3’s: Ella Martinez. 

Kindergarten: Ben Kuehn. 3rd: Eva Magallanes. 

4th: Anthony Kuehn. 5th: Zoe Johnson. 6th: 

Justine Bierman. 8th: Sam Shafer.  

 

Weekday School – Pre-School: Nolan Bulas, 

Emmery Jacobitz, Jamie  Roberts, Gage Rossi. Kin-

dergarten: Ben Kuehn, Davis McIntyre, Amelya 

Scardt. 1st: Anna Sidlo, Malayni Sitzmore, Emma 

Wolfe. 2nd: Harper Rundle, Brenson Underwood. 

3rd: Gracie Craig, Thomas Fleming, Madilyn Groff, 

Katelyn Hoins, Mady Karr, Eva Magallanes, Bar-

rett McIntyre, Lily Sorgenfrei, Sarina Wolfe.  4th: 

Tenisha Bader, Claire Brown, Jackson Foster, 

Berkley Jacobitz, Anthony Kuehn, Izaiah Mullen, 

Lars Oakley, Allison Saathoff, Lucas Sidlo, Hayden 

Steppuhn, Kaylynn Waters. 5th: Taylor Ablott, Zoe 

Johnson, Megan Mellinger, Ruby Schardt, Brayden 

Underwood.  6th: Tyrese Bader, Justine Bierman, 

Kaitlyn Carver, Jenna Fisher, Chase Groff, Jerzie 

Kapustka, Maison Reeves, Natalie Sund. 7th: Sam 

Dierks, Alexis Fisher, Creighton Jacobitz, Avery 

Sorgenfrei, Ian Waite, Leighton Weber. 8th: Kier-

nan Bierman, McKenna Bloomberg, Caleb Clark, 

Hannah Fleming, Jeret Frerichs, Caitlin Knehans, 

Hunter Krueger, Andrew Matthies, Josh Mellinger, 

Abigail Price, Sam Shafer.   

THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS 

PROGRAM is set for December 

10th at 2pm.  There will be two 

Saturday practices, Dec. 2nd and 

9th from 10:00am until noon.  We 

are practicing songs during the 

Sunday School music time each week.    

 

 

The program will be rebroadcast on Cable Public Access 

channel 181 on Wednesday, December 13 at 5:00pm and 

again on Saturday, December 16 at 3:00pm  

GIVING TREE & SUNDAY 

SCHOOL OFFERINGS in December 

will remind us of the birth of the 

Christ child as we focus on care for 

babies in our community by support-

ing Wellspring Pregnancy + Health 

Center (formerly known as  AAA 

Pregnancy Resource Center.) We will 

also support our local schools by supplying them 

with undergarments for those occasional  

“accidents.”  Please return items un-

wrapped by Thursday, December 21st.  

Our Sunday school offerings will also sup-

port this mission. 
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         ADULT EDUCATION IN DECEMBER 

 

Sundays   

 

THE SUNDAY LESSONS [E-100]- Fellowship hall - 9:15AM 
 This class takes an in-depth look at the scripture lessons taken from the  

 Sunday morning readings.   
   

LOVE DOES [P-201]- Rooms 102-103  - 9:15AM  - CLASS BEGAN NOV. 12   

   This class will look at how faith comes alive when we DO the love of God.  

 Based on the book by Bob Goff, this five week study with leader DCE Wade 

 Johnson will encourage you to make God’s love an action in your life. 

 

 

Tuesdays 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY [C-100]- Ray’s Café - 7:00AM 
 All men are welcome and invited to come be a part of this men’s group at Ray’s Café.  We will join in 

 discussion and enjoy some coffee or breakfast.   Contact Bill Henkel, 402-461-6624 with questions. 

 ***Class will not meet on December 26, but will resume again on January 2. 
 

Wednesdays 
 

MORNING BIBLE STUDY [P-200]- 9:00am- Room 11 

 Pastor Dunbar leads this group through prayer time, devotion, song, treats, and sermon discussion. 

 On December 20 we will enjoy a Christmas Party  (bring your favorite Christmas treat to share if  

 you’d like) and then we will take a 2 week break, resuming our regular Bible Study on January 10. 
          

 

   

 

 

                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

“Nothing 

is  

impossible 

with God.”  

           -- Luke 1:37                        

                     

                                              December 2017 

 

          December Verse of the Month → 

                                                                                                                                                          –  Luke 1:37 

“Nothing is impossible with God.” 
 

December marks the season of Advent, as we 

prepare ourselves for the birth of Christ. In 

this text from Luke, we hear the angel Gabriel 

declare the good news of Jesus’ coming birth to 

Mary, the mother of Christ. Mary’s reaction is 

an understandable skepticism: “How will this 

be?” Gabriel assures her that this, and indeed 

all things are possible with the mighty power 

of God. In this Advent season, we come to God 

guilty and needing forgiveness, broken and 

needing healing, lost and needing direction, 

trusting that the Lord can do more than we ask 

or even imagine (Ephesians 3:20). For nothing 

is impossible with God. 



Gifts to the Lord 

Would you like to have your church offerings automatically taken out of your checking or sav-

ings account once a month?   Some people prefer to use this system to give their offerings to 

church.  It is simple, convenient, and reliable.  If you are already using the system you can re-

evaluate and change the amount of your giving at any time.  Use this form, attach the voided 

check/deposit slip as specified, and return it to the church office to begin this program of giving. 

I (we) authorize Faith Lutheran Church to initiate entries to debit my (our) account described 

below: 

Financial Institution’s Name        

 

_____Checking account number       

            attach a voided check to the bottom of this form 

OR 
 

_____Savings account number         

           attach a voided savings deposit slip to the bottom of this form   

This authority is to remain in full force and effect until the church has received written notifica-

tion from me (or either one of us) of its termination in such time and manner as afford to the 

church a reasonable opportunity to act on it. 

 

Signature          

 

Print Full Name         

 

Signature (if joint)         

 

Print Full Name         

 

Date      Phone Number (      )     

 

Frequency    once a month          twice a month 

 

Withdraw on the ________ 10th and/or the _________  25th 

 

Amount per withdrawal $                         Month to start             

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Attach Voided Check or Savings Deposit Slip Here 
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We invite you to Join us each Sunday 

Worship at 8:00 AM or 10:30 AM 

Sunday Education Hour at 9:15 AM 

 

Return Service Requested 

2017 Church Council 

Chairman:  Doug Koopman          Vice Chairman:  Dan Klammer 

Treasurer:  Adam Jacobitz              Recording Secretary:  Carol Loetterle 

Board of Education: Tarin Wademan, Patty Ocker, Becky Hamik 

Board of Evangelism:  Lois Janssen, Darin Clark, Bill Henrichs 

Board of Family Life:  Jenny Sidlo, Della Bader, Melissa Schmidt 

Board of Finance: Rick & Deb Runyan, Mitch & Brenda Stocker, Ken Young,  

                                         Scott Hansen, Linda Venteicher, Jim & Doll Wiegel 

Board of Lay Ministry:  Cole Bulas, Tim Uden, Ellen Jank, Gaylen Stahl, 

                Ron Haase, Becky Schutte 

Board of Trustees:  Eileen Saathoff, Doug Ahrens, Donna Alber, Dan Michel, 

               John Thom, Jeff Grabill 

Board of Stewardship: Rick Rail, Eric Arneson, Vacant 

Staff of  

Faith Lutheran Church 
Office – 462-5044 

www.aFamilyofFaith.com 

(includes all email addresses) 

 

Paul T. Dunbar, Pastor 

462-9551 (Home) 

 

Josh Davis, Pastor 

402-705-0874 (Cell) 

 

Wade Johnson, D.C.E. 

463-8670 (Home) 

 

Vicki Fisher, D.C.E. 

462-0194 (Home) 

 

Support Staff 

Cindy O’Donnell, Secretary 

Deb Henkel, Bookkeeper 

Angie Nissen, Custodian 

2017 

Our Mission Statement:  Faith Lutheran Church is the body of Christ,  
called to be the caring hands and loving voice of Christ in this world.  

http://www.aFamilyofFaith.com

